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Editor's Message
Just like spring, things are awakening within STFF! There was an excellent zoom presentation about fishing Pyramid Lake, followed by the FishOut. There has been fly tying, which continues in April. A major undertaking was the auction for funds the club very much needs to pay the bills! There will be an April 1st FishOut on the Trinity River and another on May 1st to McCloud Reservoir. Fly tying, net building and casting lessons are being scheduled.

In this month’s newsletter, enjoy reports on the fishing at Pyramid, information about fish outs, and the President’s report to keep you up to date. Mary has included a report from FFI. There is an introduction
to this month’s club zoom meeting on April 14 which will be a presentation about the Western Native Trout Challenge. Read a bit about Jim Wigington and the casting lessons he is offering. Past President Jim Murphy has written a bit about himself and some early club history. Matt Miller has reported about his classroom trout project. Last but not least is a volunteer opportunity for club members! Lend a hand on a Sacramento River cleanup on April 18 organized by the local chapter of Trout Unlimited. A great way for club members to get acquainted is to participate in as many activities as possible! 

 Allan Craig 
President's Message
As I write this, the first ever STFF eBay Auction has just closed and the Silent Auction is a day from opening. When you read this, the Silent Auction will have just closed and our Spring Auction Fund Raiser will be completed.

Why do we put all of this effort into supporting the club? We are one of the very few fly fishing clubs who have our own clubhouse which gives us many advantages over clubs that have to find locations to rent and host activities. We can also rent out the club house for other events which we do (pre-Covid) on a regular basis. That’s the good news.

The other side of the coin is that we have a mortgage and loan, utilities, insurance, and building maintenance to pay every month. Plus purchases that improve the clubhouse such as the much needed acoustical panels that were installed in 2019. Purchase of audio visual equipment, supplies for activities, parties, the library, and classes. 

To everyone who recognized and appreciated the need, I would like to thank you for donating items to the auctions. Most thankfully, I appreciate those who purchased items; that rod you have always wanted, the box of flies, the artwork, the wine and gift baskets. Those purchases pay for our expenses each year and help us to continue all of our activities at the high level you expect and deserve. Thank you !

This is the time to recognize those who put so much time and effort into making the auctions a success. Our esteemed Auction Chair, Kirk Garfield, who stepped up and agreed to run this new venture for us. Dick Recchia who provided enormous back up and support for all phases of the the auction. Dan Gordon our Treasurer who has to make sure the money matches the receipts. Don Bovo and Phil Rapin who organized all of our volunteers to help photograph, organize, set up and staff the auctions: Dante Bellino, John Boyden, Kathie Burns, Ron Coleman, Jeff Collins, Allan Craig, Fred David, Ed Dutra, Tena Eisenbeisz, Jim Jensen, Dan Johndrow, Alan Jones, Mike Koterba, Mel Makita, Gerry Martin, Jay Miller Jr., Kurt Mitchell, Eric Morton, Don Owen, Dan Perrine, Stew Stewart, Tom Taylor, Bill Villamor, and Jonathan Westbrook. If I forgot anyone, I profoundly apologize.

Looking forward to Post-Covid life we are going to start our twice a month breakfast meetings again soon. Two of our Board Members; Kathie Burns and Kurt Mitchell are checking out a possible new venue (gasp!) and we may even have our Thursday Breakfasts on another day of the week (double gasp!). This is no reflection on the Country Kitchen who has provided us with excellent service and been willing to accommodate all of our menu requests over the years. There was a consensus that we might want to try a new restaurant and we will let you know when decisions are made. If you would like to provide your suggestions and input, please let me know as soon as possible.

Mary Nishioka

Club Meeting - April 14th
Presentation on the 
Western Native Trout Challenge

“If the lure of the West is not on your bucket list now, once you learn about the beauty of the fish and the locations where you can participate, it will likely become one!”  
Western Native Trout Challenge      Your goal is to catch 18 native trout in 12 of the western states. Why?? For fame and fortune of course, and maybe even a hat! Trying to answer “Why’ is like trying to explain why anglers go fishing in the first place if they just release what they catch!  Maybe some of the “Why’ is because you go to beautiful places and then find peace, solitude, and have fun? 
 
There are a lot of reasons pursuing these native trout is different. Some may be large fish, but size is not an objective. Some may be in famous waters, but most are found in places never mentioned in angling magazines. Some may be in large bodies of water, but many are in streams you can hop over. Some may be fished from a guided drift boat, but most require a bit of leg work. This quest requires some research, planning and strategy. Then you must travel in the most picturesque places a state has to offer. 
 
Great places to start the quest are in Nevada and California. In Nevada, go after the Lahontan Cutthroat in Pyramid Lake. You could catch this specie in California near Lake Tahoe, but for the challenge you can only count a specie once, and you need a fish to be from Nevada. In California it is a no brainer- go to Eagle Lake for its unique rainbow, and then hike the mountains and canyons of the Kern River and Golden Trout Wilderness.  Add the Kern River Rainbow, Little Kern Golden, and California Golden Trout to both the Western Challenge and also to the California Heritage Trout Challenge! 
 
Remember an angler has to register for the Western Challenge BEFORE catching the fish. There is a modest fee of $25, which is to support conservation efforts for native fish. There are hats, medallions, and certificates as an angler reaches each of three milestones of four states and 6 different trout.     I have my hat and first certificate and am well on my way to the second level. Last fall my wife, my dog and I drove with our small self-isolating relatively Covid safe travel trailer to Washington, Montana and Wyoming for three of the trout. The Spokane River right through the city of Spokane has Columbia River Redband Trout. This is one place I was happy to have a guide. The river is in a steep canyon with limited access. Worst of all are the rocks! What miserable wading! It was much more enjoyable to float in a raft and catch numerous redbands on a hopper/dropper rig.     Montana has an interesting requirement for catching the West-Slope Cutthroat. I have caught them before in several streams, but for the challenge the fish must be caught in a lake that has been restocked with the native fish. I wanted to do a day hike into a lake, and on trails my wife and dog could enjoy. I got recommendations from a fisheries biologist in Whitefish, and also from a Montana Trout Unlimited member.  The first lake produced plenty of fish, and we chose not to try any of the others. This was during the mega fire season all over the west and so much smoke moved into the area we left early.    Fish number three for this trip was supposed to be the easiest to add to my catch list. I have previously caught numerous Yellowstone Cutthroat in the Lamar Valley of Yellowstone National Park. We would be there in mid-September after all the summer crowds had left, so I was assured of good fishing unless there was heavy rain. The weather was good, but evidently the crowds had not heard they were supposed to be gone by mid- September! We had a clue it would be crowded during a drive to Glacier National Park while in Whitefish- heavy traffic and full parking lots! It was the same in Yellowstone, and a lot of the folks were fishing the Lamar. I finally managed to catch two fish. In spite of the crowds, the park with its wildlife is always awesome. 
 
I have a similar trip penciled in for 2021. This time it will be a return to the Rocky Mountains of Colorado and nearby states. I know the various cutthroat trout in those small streams will take a parachute Adams! (Allan) 
FishOuts
Pyramid Lake Reports, March 16-22

Many turned out for the trip to Northern Nevada’s famed Pyramid Lake to try to catch a trout of a lifetime. Some succeeded in doing just that! The weather was typical spring weather for the desert lake. It would be calm and sunny one minute, to 50 mph gusts and snow the next. Many found fishing in these conditions challenging, but rewarding if you stuck with it. Club members caught multiple fish with some coming in just shy of 12 pounds! The hot spots seemed to be Spider Point and Pelican Beach. Fish were gathered in large schools and could be seen breaching. This didn’t mean they were willing to go on the grab though. Anglers that did well found they had to put in the casts to get these monsters to eat! At that size though, it only takes one to make your day! Hot flies seemed to be smaller midges and leeches in darker colors suspended below indicators. A few fish were caught stripping Midnight Cowboys and jigging ¼ ounce chub imitations from tubes and pontoons. Overall the fishing was not a numbers game, but a size game this trip! (John Durfee) 
 
Bill Villamor and I were there earlier in the week (Tue-Thur), and between the two of us, landed 5-6 fish. I had at least a dozen on hook, but couldn't land them. I wasn't prepared for how hard the big ones pulled - next time I'll know. Thanks for arranging the fishout - it was certainly a bucket-list trip that we can now check off our list. 
(Mel Makita) 
 
Pyramid report Wednesday and Thursday: three old guys standing on Home Depot ladders in 40 mph winds with way higher gusts! We all caught fish, including a couple of very nice sized ones. Then we left a day early, following total exhaustion, leg cramps, and not enough Advil! Casting straight into the fierce wind would result in casts of 20 feet, and the fish were at 30 ! No wonder the lake regulars have fancy chairs on four stout legs. Our ladders would blow over anytime we got off to land a fish or take a break. Saw one angler needing help after he was dethroned and submerged his waders. We averaged a couple landed a day each, but as usual we watched a few of the regulars who have it dialed in catching good numbers of fish (BEFORE the big blow). (Allan)  
Pyramid Lake Gallery
 
 
  
Upcoming FishOuts
 
April 1st: Trinity River: as announced in previous e-mails 
 
May 1st: McCloud Reservoir 
 
The McCloud Reservoir Fish Out is fast approaching. Hopefully, by May there will be some water in it! Currently, the lake is less than half full (16,200 acre feet) which makes launching boats that require the ramp difficult. It is coming up though! We will probably wait until the middle of April to make the call on whether there is enough water. If we are able to do it, a float craft will be necessary. The lake has very little bank access due to the steepness of the shore walls. Float tubes, pontoons, or boats are the name of the game here! Rods in the 3-6 weight categories all work fine. Plan on stripping small leeches and buggers with a small nymph dropper. Also, indicator fishing works very well using normal techniques. Flies are pretty standard with Hares Ears, Birds Nests, PT’s, and Copper John’s in 12-18’s doing the trick. Never leave out those Balanced Leeches and Zebras as they can be deadly! Look for a Fish Out Announcement to follow in the next few weeks! (John Durfee) 
Trout in the Classroom     The project is entering the final phase for this year and the trout are being released before the spring break. Teachers have reported good success, and healthy fish! 
Montgomery Creek School just received Chinook Salmon eggs for their second aquarium. Of course it snowed the days the eggs were to be delivered! The photo was sent by club member Matt Miller who teaches at Phoenix Charter Academy. (Allan) 
Beginning Fly Casting
Reminder: This class is offered April 13-14 and April 24-25 at no cost to STFF members. Contact Jim Wigington for information and to sign up. pjwigington@gmail.com 
Jim Wigington
Certified Master Casting Instructor    Jim Wigington is a Certified Master Casting Instructor (MCI) with Fly Fishers International (FFI). This means that in addition to being qualified to offer beginner to advanced fly-casting lessons, he also is qualified to mentor and train individuals who wish to become Certified Casting Instructors (CIs), the basic level of fly-casting certification, and aspiring MCIs. Jim serves as an examiner for CI tests and was part of a team that has been working to update the CI written and performance test. Jim has been a regular instructor at The Fly Shop fly fishing schools and was recently appointed as Editor-in-Chief of The Loop, FFIs journal for fly casting professionals. Jim offers individual single-hand and two-hand casting lessons for a fee. He can be reached at: pjwigington@gmail.com. 
Fly Fishers International 
Excerpts from the Northern California Council FFI Report March-April, 2021, Mark Rockwell, NCCFFI President 

Yuba River Restoration & Relicensing - We are partnering with Gold Country Fly Fishers, South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL) and many other partners in the Yuba-Bear River watershed. The goals of this effort are enhanced spawning & rearing habitat in the Lower Yuba as well as possible fish passage to the upper watershed above Englebright dam. Another goal is increased water flows in the Yuba from Dam Relicensing with federal regulators. SYRCL is in the lead on relicensing, project design, funding efforts, while GCFF is helping with manpower for river clean up, messaging and signage. We and Gold Country act as consultants on river conditions and historical river knowledge to help in the development process. SYRCL has an 
expert team of scientists & administrative people working on this, and has created a Yuba Salmon Now Campaign for restoration efforts. 

Klamath River Dam Removal - This has been a project of NCCFFI, TU & Cal Trout since about 2003. We are currently less than 18 months away before pre-construction work starts, and removal begins in January 2023. We have recently completed a new MOU process with Pacific Power that will allow for license transfer & surrender by April, when permitting and environmental review are the last bridges to cross. 

Smith River Anadromous Fish Monitoring Plan - Over the past 3+ years Ben Taylor, Lowell Ashbaugh, myself & former Conservation VP Chuck Bucaria have completed a fisheries monitoring plan for the Smith using DIDSON sonar measuring equipment. We are currently waiting on CDFW to finish an MOU with the Tolowa Dee Ni Nation for loaning 3 DIDSON devices and managing the monitoring work. We worked with CDFW managers and fishery scientists to complete the plan, which has now been finalized by CDFW. We’re hoping to get the equipment in the water this fall. We do not have a direct club partner on this effort. 
River Clean Ups: Past, Present and Future
In 1992 the Shasta Fly Fishers received two awards from the Federation of Fly Fishers representing 27 clubs in this region. One award was for “Communication.” The club produced a TV show and had booths at sports shows. They also printed and mailed newsletters to the membership, which began soon after the club was formed in the late 70’s.  Newsletters then continued until 2012. In the last year they went digital. Some of these are still around and the source for a lot of club history. Archived history from 2012 to 2020 is not as readily available.
 
The second award was for “Conservation.” The purpose of the annual banquet was solely for funding conservation projects (and a social gathering). The club received the 1992 award for assisting the DFG (now DFW) with creel surveys, and for conducting a Sacramento River clean up every year. 
 
A 1990 cleanup had about 50 participants, including 17 students from Parson’s Junior High School. The 1991 clean up included 8 collaborating organizations including schools, Sierra club, Shasta Paddlers, and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Hats and tee-shirts were given to all participants. They gathered for a lunch BBQ provided by the Redding Rotary Club. The location? The under-construction boat launch site at the Bonnyview Bridge! 
 
In recent years the local chapter of Trout Unlimited has taken the lead in conservation activities and projects, including the river clean up.  Michael Caranci provided the following recap:
 
“In 2018 we collected 8,480 lbs of trash on our river cleanup. 
 
I can't find the numbers from other years, that was the biggest. Off the top of my head it was somewhere around 5,000 lbs in 2019, not quite as much because of water conditions which left us on shore, and limitations to access with some of the more aggressive homeless camps. 
 
There's a LOT of it out there right now, so if we can do it this spring we very well may surpass 2018 totals..”. 
 
Trout Unlimited is planning another river clean up day, and STFF members are encouraged to lend a hand. 
 
Date: Sunday, April 18 
Time: Meet Up Location: What to Bring: to be determined. More info in a future email
 
When one looks at all the trash people who could not care less toss in and along this beautiful water way, recall the words of Joseph Epes Brown, “ .. in the past man had to protect himself from the forces of nature, whereas today it is nature that must be protected from man.”
STFF Library 2021
Inventory has been completed
Publications and Media are available for check-out 

Inside the numbers:
Total publications and media on hand: 397
Publications: 299
DVD/CD’s: 98

STFF has acquired a very good collection of books and DVD’s over the years. The hardest part of going through all the inventory was stopping and looking through some of the really old books and reminding myself how easy we have it now as fly tiers. Just go to the store or fly shop and purchase your materials. It was a slow process and I have figured out the library will probably be something that continues to evolve. Moving forward I am recommending that the STFF Library continue to use the honor system for all STFF members with a couple of small tweaks. We ask the members to try and keep the amount of time materials are checked out be limited to three weeks. If someone needs it longer please manage the sign-out process. Basically, sign it out again for the next three weeks. Other than that, I would ask all members when returning books or DVD’s please put them back in the proper category/area. For example, if you check something out from the book section “Fly Tying” please put it back in that specific area. That will help keep the books somewhat organized for all members. Speaking of categories, we tried to keep is fairly simple, Fly tying, Travel, Techniques/Strategy, Bugs/Entomology, and Knots Tying. The sign-out clipboards are at the usual location, hanging on the bookcases near the front door. The books are on the left bookcase as you stand at the front of the classroom and the DVD’s are on the right side. (Dante Bellino) 

SHASTA FLY FISHERS- SOME EARLY HISTORY
As remembered by Jim Murphy
For two years in the mid 1980s I was privileged to be the president of Shasta Fly Fishers. (1984-1986, wife Carol published the newsletter).

I grew up in the Bay Area and from the time I can remember I loved to fish, starting with a spinning rod. At that time there were a few places locally where I could fish. But the most fishing I was able to do was on vacation. Yearly we would go to Yosemite for two weeks in the summer and I would get up early and fish almost every day. One morning I was lucky enough to finally catch a 7 inch trout by hanging a Colorado spinner off a bridge. At that time I was hooked. For Christmas that year my grandmother put together a fly tying kit for me. She had a friend who taught fly tying to WWII veterans and she gave me a couple of lessons. That was the start of a wonderful journey. The following year I caught my first fish on a fly (a grey hackle yellow that I had tied) in a small lake in Desolation Valley. I often wondered how that little brookie felt as it flew through the air and landed in a patch of gravel.

As the years went on I fly fished every opportunity I could with some success until I went on a guided trip with Ted Fay ($50 a day or $60 if your went over to the McCloud) who taught me how to high stick and I begin catching more fish as I explored the Upper Sacramento and McCloud rivers on weekend trips. About that time a new passion developed. I met my future wife, Carol. Together, we spent many weekends camping along the Upper Sacramento River and at Ah Di Na meadows. We also went on a 3 day float trip on the Deschutes River and a day on the Fall River and Hat Creek with Mike Mercer who would become a longtime friend and fishing companion. We decided to move to Redding. What a great decision; an unbelievable array of fly fishing opportunities within an hour of home. Since that time I have been able to travel to many other fabulous places, sometimes along with Carol. Places like Yellowstone, Montana, Wyoming,  Idaho, Oregon, Nevada, Alaska, Chile, Belize, the Florida Keys for Tarpon and Cape Cod in Massachusetts for striped bass but for year round fishing you can’t beat our local area. And you can do it without  having to travel long distances and can sleep in your own bed that night.

Shasta Fly Fishers meetings were held at Tiger Hall. There were about 35 to 40 members, probably about 25 who were active. We met once a month and had a variety of programs. I remember Brett Jensen put on a program once a year about Steelhead that was very memorable, We had programs about our local fisheries put on by DFG biologists on Hat Creek and the Upper Sacramento. We had a presentation by Polly Rosborough who wrote a book called Fuzzy Nymphs. We tried to teach him how to tie with a bobbin but he would have nothing to do with it. Jack Dennis also put on a presentation. Other programs were put on by various members. Once a year anyone who wanted, could show slides about their recent experiences. We had an occasional fly tying demonstration and some meetings where we just visited.
 
We had several outings where we just showed up, no fish master. The ones I remember most were Hat Creek, McCumber Lake and the Upper Sacramento River.

Sandy Watts was the newsletter editor. The Fly Shop always supported us. Other active members I remember were Mike Mercer, Brett Jensen, Bill Shehan, Dan Bernet, John Foley and John Dietz . There were several others whose names I can’t remember.
 
It was a great time with great memories. It is interesting to look back to the days when Seal Dry waders were “high tech”, if you had a Parachute Adams, Hares Ear and Pheasant Tail Nymphs in your fly box you had everything you needed to catch fish. I love all the new equipment and techniques but it is pleasant to look back on those memories and see how far we have come.  
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