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Editor's Message

July, so the second half of 2021 already! Happening this month is the
Klamath Lake FishOut, and like Pyramid Lake, an opportunity to catch
your largest trout ever. The fish masters know the lake well and can
shorten your learning curve to greatly improve your chances for
success. It is also a good place to get acquainted or reacquainted with
other club members. 
 

A question- What innovations have made the largest impact on fly
fishing in recent decades? Jot down a few, then read what other
anglers submitted. Also in the newsletter is a report on the future
improvements at the Posse Grounds launch site, a beaver dam
volunteer opportunity, tips on cleaning fly lines, a Shasta Lake
FishOut report, news about Hot Creek and some club history about a
McCloud Conservancy project. 

“Travel and change of place impart new vigor to the mind.”  According
to Austin Adventures, a travel company, these words were spoken by
Seneca, a Roman Philosopher. Since it was said about 2,000 years ago,
I was just a bit late to hear him for myself in order to verify the quote’s
accuracy. It does sound good to me though, so I’m taking Seneca’s
advice. I’m off to Belize. I’ll file a report next month.

Allan Craig



President's Message

Stay safe - there are fires all around us and there will be more as the
“season” progresses.

Stay healthy - we got through the long COVID shut down. Now we
have a new and “improved” COVID virus circulating. Take
precautions, get vaccinated, don’t let it catch you.

Stay aware - your life can change in a second. Do your best to make
good choices. For example: climbing up a rickety ladder with a chain
saw may not be your best choice.

Go fishing - it renews you. It keeps you grounded. Fishing forces you
to be “present.” All that extra oxygen is good for your lungs, heart, and
brain.

Organize your fly boxes - this one stays on my “to do” list because it
never stays done. I go fishing, buy more flies, and it goes back on the
list.

Mary Nishioka

Club Meeting - July 14th via Zoom

Mary Ann Dozer
Fixing Your Casting Mistakes and Problems

"Mary Ann Dozer is a skilled casting instructor who has heavily
invested in using video and technology for remote fly casting
instruction. She serves on the Fly Fishers International Casting Board
of Governors and is widely recognized as a technology leader in the
use of multiple online platforms for small and large instructional
audiences. I believe you have a great opportunity to learn about fly
casting during her presentation at the upcoming Shasta Trinity Fly
Fishers meeting." Jim Wigington, Master Certificated Casting Instructor

Drills to Fix those Pesky Casting Faults
Regardless of how many casts you have made, there is always more to
learn and apply. Making a small investment to improve your cast will
result in more catching!

All casting faults have a negative impact on your catching. The focus of
this instruction is to understand those common faults, the negative
consequence to catching, and how to fix the mistakes. Common faults:

• Inability to Control Loop Size
• Inappropriate Pause
• Those Pesky Tailing loops
• Stuck on a Vertical Casting Plane



Mary Ann will use a mix of video, annotation of slow motion, and
miming to ensure You walk away knowing which faults you have, how
to fix them, and with practice drills to develop the new skill.

Make sure you have your rod butt section, a pen with a cap, and a
dinner knife to join in. The more you know and can do, the greater
your opportunity to enjoy your precious time on the water.

BIO Mary Ann Dozer was a late bloomer to
fly fishing but instantaneously became an
avid angler on a trip to Yellowstone Park in
1995. This high energy passionate angler
shares her love for fly fishing to women and
men throughout the United States. Mary Ann
considers casting an art form and the core

skill to increase your catching. She is adept at combining her
responsibilities as a guide and an FFI Master Casting Instructor. She is
knownfor her enthusiasm, expertise, and patience as an
instructor/guide. She is starting her 12th guide season. She guides
Central Oregon for the Fly Fisher’s Place out of Sisters, Oregon. You
can learn more about Mary Ann at flyfishingpursuits.org.

Intermediate Fly Tying Class

The Intermediate Fly Tying Class meets the first Wednesday of each
month at the Clubhouse. Jim Gunderson, Instructor, sends out an
email prior to the class with the “fly of the month”, instructions, a bit
of history and information, and materials needed. This is a transition
class for those who have some basic knowledge of how to tie a fly. Jim
didn’t name the class, Super Advanced Technical Fly Tying for a
reason. This is the class that gets you from Beginner to Super
Advanced.

You are not sure if you are an intermediate fly tyer.
You took the Beginning Fly Tyer class; is it time to move up?
Are you already proficient and is the class going to be challenging
enough for you?

Jim Gunderson is inviting you to audit the class and check it out.
Look for the notice each month and come to a class. Contact Jim on
arrival and he will arrange a place for you to view the proceedings.
This is one of the many advantages to belonging to STFF.

FishOuts

June 9th Shasta Lake Outing
We had 3 attendees at the Shasta Lake
outing at Packers Bay. Allen Cordy, Allan
Craig and Domenic Santangelo. Domenic
invited his neighbor who had a full size
boat. We said hello to Domenic fishing

http://flyfishingpursuits.org


right outside the 5mph zone in Packers and
then Allan Craig and I headed for the
Squaw, the Pit Arm, the McCloud and
ended our day at Packers. I set Allan’s
expectations that I was going to cover a
bunch of water during the day and it
worked out to our advantage. Almost every
spot we stopped we caught fish. To our

surprise we only caught a couple top water fish. Most of our fish were
caught with just letting the fly slowly drift to the bottom. I used a 5wt
with a floating line and a 1/32oz jig Shad imitation that the fly shop
sells for what they call the float and fly rig. It’s very effective. Allan
caught fish all day on his 6wt, a floating line and his own hand tied
weighted solid black streamer. I’ve never considered tossing Black flies
at Shasta. Thank you Allan for sharing that technique. All of our bites
were from on the bank to out to 6 feet. Traditionally the rock walls are
good but all of our fish came on main lake points. At the end of the
day Allan caught multiple fish in just a few feet of water in a mud line
on the main point of Packers Bay with the Black streamer. I personally
had a first and caught a very nice aggressive Channel Cat on a fly. The
Cat was right in there with the bass chewing on the Shad. The Catfish
has to eat also, lol. Lake Shasta is an incredible resource right in our
back yard full of Bass and Trout willing to take a fly. If anyone has
questions let me know. 

Tight Lines, Allen Cordy (kacordy@gmail.com)

Shasta Lake and the “Whisker Fish”

The editor was invited to join Allen Cordy
in his boat for the STFF FishOut on Shasta
Lake. A few spotted bass were caught, a fish
to be expected on that lake as the species
has become well established since being
introduced in the 70’s. Allen hooked into
one fish that was putting a significant bend
in his 5 weight rod. It was not another
spotted bass! It had smooth skin instead of rough scales and a blunt
head. And it had whiskers! It is also a fish introduced to California,
and it is the state fish in places such as Kansas, Missouri, and
Nebraska. There the fish is called a channel “cat”! Which is weird since
it is not in the genus Felis to which cats belong. It is not even in the
class Mammalia like a cat! Not warm blooded and no way does it feed
its young milk! “Whisker Fish” would be a much more appropriate
name, don’t you think? (Editor)

Upcoming FishOut
Klamath Lake, July 21-23

mailto:kacordy@gmail.com


There are large trout in Klamath Lake! And
Benson Kanemoto has them dialed in. So
does Bill Shehan, who will be leading the
club outing in July. In addition to the size
of the fish in the photo and the grin on
Benson’s face, note the following:
1) Benson is wearing the correct hat!, and 
2) He is also wearing a PFD, which he ALWAYS does when in a boat.
Check your email for further information

Trout Unlimited News
On May 20, 2021, “The Wildlife Conservation Board approved the
City’s application for a planning grant for the Turtle Bay Boat Ramp
(near the Rodeo Grounds) for $311,000.  The Turtle Bay Boat Ramp
Improvements Planning project (Project) is located on the Sacramento
River, 2,000 feet upstream of the Sundial Bridge and Turtle Bay
Exploration Park. This stretch of river draws local, regional, and
international visitors for world-class fly fishing. The Project will
address overcrowding at the boat launch, move non-motorized boaters
upstream to an area with fewer redds, and replace an aging and non-
ADA compliant restroom. The planning process will include planning,
design, engineering, CEQA studies and preparation, permitting, and
development of the construction bid package for implementation of
enhancements to the Turtle Bay boat launch. Improvements to be
designed include a widened, two-lane boat ramp, a boating
beach/non-motorized launch, additional parking, ADA-compliant
restroom, and interpretive signage. This Project will ultimately replace
the existing motorized boat launch and relocate the non-motorized
ramp upstream 950 feet to reduce angler impacts to winter/fall-run
Chinook redds. The planning process will result in shovel-ready
designs to increase launch capacity, provide accessibility, and protect
salmon spawning habitat”. (From Kim Niemer, City of Redding,
Director of Community Services)

Volunteer Opportunities: Beaver Dam Analog - Symbiotic Restoration
Burney Creek Project: 70+ structures along Burney Creek.

NRCS easement property. 10 acres of willow planting this fall. Beaver
dam analog construction this spring/summer. Volunteers are
welcome. 

Willow & Colby Creeks: 240+ structures to be implemented this
fall. Near Jonesville, west of Lake Almanor. Beautiful site with lots of
shade and on-site materials to work with. Volunteers would camp on
site or at nearby FS campgrounds.

Contact symbioticrestoration@gmail.com or 801-599-9992
for more information on either project. Learn more about our
volunteer program: https://www.symbioticrestoration.com/volunteer

Garrett Costello, Symbiotic Restoration. 801-599-9992

mailto:symbioticrestoration@gmail.com
https://www.symbioticrestoration.com/volunteer


Fish and Wildlife News
CDFW will begin the creel surveys on Fall River and Hat Creek
within the next few weeks. For Fall River, we’ll be conducting a roving
creel survey via boat so we’ll be interviewing anglers out on the water
while they are fishing. For Hat Creek, we’ll be conducting interviews at
parking areas when they are done fishing, so less intrusive. We’re
trying to spread the word to as many angling groups/stakeholders as
possible so they’re not blindsided while they’re out there fishing. It
might be worth mentioning to your guides on the Fall. The creel
interview will be quick and we’ll do our best to minimize any
disruption to angling. Data collected will help guide any future
management/regulations on these two very important wild trout
fisheries. Thanks for helping us spread the word!

Sam Plemons
Ca. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Heritage and Wild Trout Program
 
Hot Creek Hatchery
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has
suspended all fish planting from the Hot Creek Trout Hatchery in
Mono County as a bacterial outbreak has been detected at the facility.
Fish pathology experts have confirmed an outbreak of Lactococcus
garvieae in some trout at the hatchery. CDFW has quarantined the
facility, halted all fish planting, and is preparing to expand testing and
vaccinate the fish stocks. Lactococcus garvieae is the same disease
that forced the quarantine and suspension of fish planting last year at
three other CDFW trout hatcheries in Southern California and the
eastern Sierra – the Mojave River Hatchery, Black Rock Trout
Hatchery and Fish Springs Trout Hatchery. That outbreak ultimately
forced the euthanization of 3.2 million trout at those hatcheries.
The outbreak of Lactococcus garvieae, which is similar to
streptococcus, has been reported in cattle and poultry farms as well as
fresh and saltwater fish and shellfish hatcheries around the world. It
had never before been detected in fish in California until the hatchery
outbreaks last year. Hot Creek Trout Hatchery was originally
quarantined with the other three hatcheries last year out of caution,
but the quarantine was lifted after testing found no evidence of the
disease.

Fish that are infected with Lactococcus garvieae can show symptoms
including bulging eyes, lethargic or erratic swimming and increased
mortality, or be asymptomatic and show no signs of infection
depending on several factors including water temperature and stress.
Fish-to-human transmission of this bacterium is rare and unlikely but
there are several documented instances associated with immuno-
compromised people consuming infected raw fish and unpasteurized
milk products. (CDFW News: May 28, 2021)

https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2020/07/20/bacterial-outbreak-forces-euthanization-of-fish-at-three-southern-california-hatcheries/


Northern Calif. Council, Fly Fishers International
After 10 years of Decline The Klamath River is Headed for
Recovery:
The Klamath River was once the third most productive salmon &
steelhead river in the lower 48, but more than 100 years ago four dams
were built on it that blocked 250+ miles of spawning & rearing habitat.
The license to operate those dams has now been transferred from
PacifiCorp, a subsidiary of Berkshire-Hathaway, to the Klamath River
Renewal Corporation (KRRC) and the states of Oregon & California.

The license will transfer solely to KRRC later in 2021, and dam
removal work will begin in the summer of 2022. The Kiewit
Corporation will start decommissioning in January 2023, with all four
dams removed by Fall 2023. Resource Environmental Solutions will
implement & monitor restoration work after removal.

The Northern California Council of Fly Fishers International
participated in early Klamath discussions in 2003; in 2004 Tribes,
State & Federal agencies and other NGO parties joined the formal
negotiations that will culminate in new spawning & rearing habitat
and a healthy river. For further information:
https://www.klamathrenewal.org/the-project/

NCCFFI is working for the future of Fly Fishing:
Developing a stronger connection with our clubs
Improving and re-modeling our website. We hope to have the site
up by early July.
Strategy group working on goals & objectives for the next 3-5
years.

Things to look forward to: Better club support for your projects;
Enhanced support for fly fishing by the Council by our work at the ISE
show & Fly Fishing Show; Continued Council-club communications;
Enhanced connection with FFI programs and events; Better learning
opportunities for all through Council level education programs.

Fly Fishers International (FFI) is working for our Sport & its
members:

New Website - https://www.flyfishersinternational.org
New Learning Center Format: Click on “LEARN” at the top of the
homepage. Spend some time going through this section so you
can see how it is a great resource for you and your club.
New - Virtual Expo November 5-7, 2021 - enjoy all FFI has to
offer from home on your computer! This promises to be a great
event that is full of information & opportunity.

https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Virtual-Expo

Women Connect - Within NCCFFI & FFI:
Link to Women Connect at FFI:
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Get-Involved/FFI-

https://www.klamathrenewal.org/the-project/
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Virtual-Expo
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Virtual-Expo
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Get-Involved/FFI-Women-Connect


Women-Connect
NCCFFI Women Connect: We have a local group of Women
Connect, and our Council is proud to say Anne Marie Bakker,
ambconsulting@sbcglobal.net, is our Council connection.
Contact her to find out more and join.

Mark Rockwell, President NCCFFI

Tackle tips: “borrowed” from the internet
Cleaning Fly Lines:
Get together some liquid hand soap, two buckets of warm water, and
two soft cloths. Add a few pumps of the liquid hand soap to one of the
buckets and agitate it to create bubbles. Pull your fly line off of your
reel and place it in the bucket with the soapy water. Run one of the
cloths along the line from one end to the other. Transfer the line to the
bucket of water without soap to rinse. Use the second cloth to dry off
the line as you remove it from the water. Respool the line back onto
the reel.

How can I make my fly line float better?
“A bucket of warm soapy water and a sponge will do a very good job.
After cleaning your line, applying a dressing to your fly line will help it
slide through the guides easily. I prefer a dressing called Glide. I have
found that it is easy to apply and helps keep the line floating high”.
Author unknown
 

303 Protectant
“Orvis tested 303 Protectant on fly line and came back with the fact
that 303 Aerospace Protectant is flat-out, hands-down, no-contest,
absolutely-the-best fly line dressing anybody had ever seen. Try it on
any fishing line and see the difference !” Author unknown

And another copied tip: unknown author
I think I'm late to the dance, but I just learned about a gadget that is a
great help cleaning line. It's a fully desiccated cotton washcloth that is
about the size of an Alka Seltzer tablet. Dunk it in water and it
instantly becomes approximately 8x8-inches. I'm guessing these were
invented for removing peanut butter and jelly from the faces of 3-year
olds, but they are fantastic for cleaning lines. Each "tablet" comes in a
wrapper (think a Chinese fortune cookie). Add a spritz or two of 303
and you're in business. 
 

There are a bunch of different brands and quantities available from
Amazon (of course!) Search under dry wipes, compressed towels, dry
towels, etc. The brand I got is labeled KXCDTECH and comes in a
container of 100. They are also perfecto for use in gas station
bathrooms, campsites, et cetera. Truly amazing!
 

303 is awesome! I was introduced to it in 1980 by my stepdad who was
an engineer at Kaiser Aluminum. They were just playing with this new

mailto:ambconsulting@sbcglobal.net


product and he thought it would be great for inflatable rafts (he was an
avid whitewater guy). It WAS great, but made rafts really, really
slippery. One thing led to another and I started putting it on flylines
for its slipperiness. Bingo! Before he worked for Kaiser he worked for
Aerojet and brought home a can of Boeing's Boshield. Again, for
rafting, he applied it to aluminum rowing frames and oarlocks. To date
I've never found anything that works better for aluminum
applications. I used it to lubricate tripods used in salt water, they
never corroded and the legs slipped together like wet snot - WOW
what a game changer. To this day my boat bag always has a can of
Boshield and a bottle of 303. If any of you ever knew my non-fly
fishing step dad, Dick Bidstrup, raise a toast in his memory.
 

(Allan)

Fly Fishing Innovations
Bill Kiene recently posed an interesting question on his fly fishing
forum, What innovations have had the “Largest impact on fly fishing
in the last few decades”? He received the following responses:

Use of indicators
Bead Head Nymphs
Fly fishing for Stripers
Spey rods
Synthetic tying materials
New hooks that are sharper, with smaller barbs so easier to pinch
down
“The” Movie: "The River Runs Through It” in 1992 (and then the
prices went up!! Lol...and now the industry needs another
movie..Lol)
Advent of four piece rods
YouTube and other internet information sources
Weight forward fly lines
Graphite
Tungsten sinking lines
Pyramid Lake and the return of Pilot Peak Lahontan Cutthroats
Balanced leeches
Non-metal ferrules
Affordable float tubes and pontoon boats
Clear Intermediate fly lines
Affordable entry level fly rods that cast well

What would you add to the list??

STFF History

Supporting The McCloud Conservancy



A bit of a picture history of when Shasta Fly Fishers built kiosks on the
Nature Conservancy's McCloud River property in April 2004.
All of the materials for the two new kiosks were carried in from the
parking area up the trail. Dick Johnson, Co-Conservation chair along
with 10 members of Shasta fly fishers, built, hauled, and assembled 2
new kiosks. (Back when it use to rain in April). The club provided
financial support with a $500 donation to the Conservancy in 2005,
and also donations to CalTrout and the Upper Sacramento River
Exchange.

Entomology Forum
When does an epic hatch of pale morning duns
(genus Ephemerella) fail to draw the attention of trout?
This was the perplexing experience I had on a visit to the Metolius
River in central Oregon in early June. A low-pressure system had
pushed in overnight and the day started very cold and cloudy. Indeed,
it felt like it could snow. My buddy and I soldiered through the
morning with lots of casting practice and no fish. The afternoon,
however, brought warmer temperatures, the occasional pocket of blue
sky, and an epic hatch of PMDs.

The numbers of PMDs emerging and taking flight was stunning.
Equally stunning was the response from birds – swallows, tanagers,
warblers, and others all came in for the feast. Never have I seen so
many of the normally elusive tanagers. At one point I watched a
warbler bop along the shore, its beak stuffed with PMDs. This was
what we were waiting for. Surely, we would have great fishing now that
an epic hatch was on!



We tried everything – flies that represented nymphs, emergers, &
duns - and came up empty handed. Something weird was going on
because we also did not see a single fish respond to the hatch. We
knew the fish were there, but what were they up to?! At about 3 pm
The PMD hatch started to wind down and I felt cheated. Two of us put
in a serious effort and had not had a single strike. This is also when I
noticed a western green drake (Drunella grandis) float by. We knew
that green drakes might be hatching, but as the afternoon wore on, I
questioned whether any significant green drake activity would occur. I
had seen maybe 2 or 3 drake duns by this time and assumed that little
else would happen.

Shortly after that, the number of green drake duns floating down the
river increased dramatically. I was elated, but also felt a bit foolish. We
had about an hour of fishing to hefty Metolius rainbows that were
taking drakes off the surface at a spot were the river drops in to a deep,
swift run. It was not easy keeping our dry flies floating drag-free on
the fast, choppy surface, but we both managed to hook and land
beautiful fish. At about 4 pm everything shut down…. and I began to
think about what had just happened.

Like many aquatic insects, green drake nymphs become more active
and available to fish well before they transition to duns. Additionally,
for drakes, the transition or emergence takes place in the water, before
the emerging insect reaches the surface. We fished to a handful of
trout that were taking duns off the surface, but I cannot help but think
that we could have done much better had we started fishing nymph
and emerger imitations of the green drake prior to the peak
appearance of the duns…. I have a strong suspicion that fish were
selectively feeding below the surface on drakes while we were focused
on PMDs. Given the strength of the PMD hatch, it is difficult to
imagine that we could have done anything differently. In hindsight,
however, we spent too much time focused on an insect that we thought
the fish should be feeding on but were not.

If you have questions, would like to share experiences related to insects and
fly fishing, or have suggestions for discussion topics, please send them to me
in an email (realdvalens@gmail.com) and I will include them in the
newsletter. As an entomologist, I will do my best to answer questions or add
my perspective to whatever comments or suggestions are submitted.

Don Owen - aka Bugman
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