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August 2020

Hope the August newsletter finds everyone well and coping ok with the COVID
situation.  Maybe you have been fishing?  If so share some reports with the fish master,
Jim Tornillo. The club newsletter in the past was called the “Shasta Caster”, so for some
nostalgia the title appears once again.  This month Mary will have a president’s report plus
other contributions.  There is a book review, club history, requests for fishing partners, and
more stories about fishing or boating mishaps.  If you have a story you would be willing to
share, write it up and send it to Allan Craig, Editor: allanangler@gmail.com.

President's Message:

It has been a pleasure to be the newsletter Publisher for the first five issues of the
newsletter for 2020. Allan Craig is and remains our Editor. He is the one who compiles all
of the articles so you should continue to send those to him at allanangler@gmail.com. The
Publisher receives the text from the Editor, makes it look pretty, adds pictures, and sends
the newsletter out to the members via email. Our new Publisher starting in September will
be Kris Durfee (krisdurfee@gmail.com) so look forward to the next issue of the newsletter
and give both of these valuable volunteers your support. A positive email once in awhile is
like receiving a bouquet of flowers! A negative email is ok too as that means you are
reading the email (see Zoom Meetings below).

2020 has been a challenging year on so
many levels and we have responded in so
many ways. For months, the sour dough
bread craze swept the country and emptied
the grocery store shelves of flour. Friends
have reported gaining the Covid 10, 20 or
30. I have been following the response in
the United Kingdom and they have gone on
several stay-at-home health challenges.
Over a million people have quit smoking!
That's phenomenal. Many more have
started exercise challenges; 100 sit ups per
day for 30 days or push ups or other
combinations of exercises. The before and
after pictures don't look that different but
the participants all report feeling stronger
and more positive at the end. I got really
inspired and decided I needed a challenge,
but what? I was still recovering from my
knee surgery but I knew I could figure out



something. After many days of thought, I
realized that for the past 30 days I had
thought about exercising at least 100 times
a day. Mission Accomplished !
Mary Nishioka

Zoom Meetings
In the July newsletter, you were all invited to participate in the club's first Zoom general
meeting. The first meeting had an astounding 8 people participate. And it was a great
presentation! That was disappointing so we had a repeat performance two weeks later
and this time we had another 8 participants. Are you not reading the newsletter - so I can
just write anything? Zoom is so easy and you can sit in your chair and imbibe your
beverage of choice and not worry about driving home after. We are delivering the meeting
to you.

The next meeting will be on August 12 at 6pm in front of your computer. We will have
updates from the committee Chairs and a presentation by Andrew Harris of Confluence
Outfitters on "Fishing the Lower Sacramento Without A Bobber". I will send you a special
invite the week before the meeting. Look for it !
Mary Nishioka

Sharing Your email
Shasta Trinity Fly Fishers is an Affiliate
Member of FFi. Many of us are also
individual members and receive lots of
interesting and valuable information
covering the entire scope of fly fishing.
These emails come weekly.
FFi has offered to include our member list
on their mailings and will not use or
distribute your email address to anyone
else.
STFF has only shared your contact



information with The Fly Shop to confirm
your discount (see July newsletter).
If you do not want your email shared
with FFi, please send me an email to
that effect.
Mary Nishioka - nishfish4@me.com

Book Review: Light Years
This book is the work of an artist who paints with
words.  For being recommended reading to a fly fisher,
there is a surprising lack of actual fishing in the
book.  Instead is vivid detail about a stream and its
occupants, the woods around the stream, about leaving the
city life and making a home near such a place, a stray cat,
and most of all the memories of family now passed. My non-
fishing spouse had to finish the book first before I got my
turn to read it.  Rather than even attempt to describe how
she writes, just read a few of her own words- about “ashes”. 

“It was the first spring after my father’s death, and he was
often on my mind”.  “In the stream I wondered what kind of

fly would lure trout in water that was seasonable high but unseasonably warm,
swollen by rains rather than melted snow. Several times a week I would head
impulsively for the phone with my questions and be caught up short with the
realization that no one was waiting on the other end of the line with answers”. 

“The October my father died , I knew I was fortunate to feel we had left little of
importance unsaid.  The following spring, though still spared the keenest of regrets, I
discovered another. There may have been little more to say, but there was so much
more to learn, now lost to me with him. There would be no more borrowing from his
experience.  The trial and error would be my own, not by choice, as it so often had
been, but of necessity.”

“Not long after I registered this finality, I discovered I had one more lesson to learn
from my father, through what remained of him on earth.  When he had asked me to
cast a portion of his ashes into the trout stream that wends through Ancram,  I said I
would release them at the riffles, where the buck crossed, where the blue heron
fished, where I had caught my first brown trout on a fly he tied. He had smiled, and
so had I…..”

She had lost first her mother, then father, and several years later her brother.  All
died from cancer.  I did a google search hoping to find a list of other books Le Anne
had written, but instead found her obituary. Le Anne Schreiber, the first women to
run a major newspaper’s sports section, died in May 2019  at the age of 73-
from  lung cancer.

Allan Craig



Looking for a Fishing Partner?
Send out a request or invitation in the newsletter.  Write up where
you want to fish, (anything from the Lower Sac to Mongolia or
wherever) along with a bit about yourself, and your contact
information.  Send it to the editor (Allan Craig) for posting in the
next newsletter.  

Jonathon Westbrook
He has his own drift boat, and has floated the Sac. several times,
but is not taking the number of fish that he thinks he should. Would
like to find someone to drift with him that has a better
understanding of the river.

Phone: 530-999-1313.  

Paul Traficante
I fished 2 weeks ago with Jim Tornillo for stripers on the Sac , and again last week with
Hogan Brown. I am frequently available to go fishing and have no regular fishing
partner. Please let me know if someone is looking for a partner (trout, steelhead, stripers,
salt water) for a specific outing, including particularly guide trips .
paul@sbrlawsd.com

Anthony Vega
I’m looking for someone or maybe a group that meets maybe on a regular basis that I
could fish with? I have my rods, waders, float tube etc. I am new to the area, and ever
since this damn virus came along the club has been closed so I haven’t been able to meet
anyone that can give me some fly fishing knowledge! Would appreciate any help you can
give me. My contact information is listed below.
anthony.vega@dot.ca.gov
Office Phone: (530) 225-3502 Cell Phone: (909) 522-2873

How to Make a Single Handed Spey Cast
Now that California has backed up and put us
in a more restrictive lock-down here's a way
to help pass all that extra time you have.
Viewing the 7 1/2 minute video about single
handed Spey casting.

Spey Casting is an technique that originated
in Scotland in the 1800s and named after the
river Spey where there is no room to do a
back cast. This style of casting is best known for having little or no back cast. Essentially,
its a more dynamic roll-cast giving anglers the ability to easily change casting direction
and do it in an area where you have little or no room for a back cast. Some people think
that you need a very large Spey rod but you can effectively use this technique using your 5
or 6wt rod. 

This is a video is from Rio and they also promote their single handed spey line but you do
not need it to do an effective single handed Spey cast. Also, if you pause this video a
bunch of other informative video links will pop up.

https://flylordsmag.com/how-to-make-a-single-handed-spey-cast/?
utm_source=The+Flylords&utm_campaign=be123e19b9-
Newsletter+7%2F14%2F20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_985ec1d746-be123e19b9-
81626551

Bob Shoberg, Flycasters San Jose
.......><)))o> .. ><)))o> 
...><)))o>...><)))o>

Get stuck and need more casting help? Contact Jim Wigington pjwigington@gmail.com

https://flylordsmag.com/how-to-make-a-single-handed-spey-cast/?utm_source=The+Flylords&utm_campaign=be123e19b9-Newsletter+7%2F14%2F20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_985ec1d746-be123e19b9-81626551


Murphy's Law or He Deserved It
A BOAT STORY by Dave

Allred

During the years I was going to the
University of Utah I had several close
buddies. We went on many boating
adventures together. Some were
tube floating and fishing the Provo
River for rainbow and brown trout.
Steve Hatch's family had a ski boat
they allowed him to use. We had
great times fishing and water skiing
many of the lakes and reservoirs
near Salt Lake City looking for fish
and girls and getting wet. One warm
Saturday we drove 70 miles up to
Hyrum Reservoir near Logan, Utah
expecting to at least get to observe,
maybe even meet, some of the

beauties living in or near Logan or attending Utah State University.

We had been out skiing in the morning and decided to take a break at the boat launch for
lunch which we bought at the food and drink stores there. We were sitting close to the
launch at a picnic table eating sandwiches and drinking beer. An old Ford pickup towing a
somewhat neglected 14-foot aluminum boat turned around on the ramp. It was the only
boat on or near the ramp. The unkempt guy parked with the rear of the boat about 10 feet
from the water. He got out. He had a weird beat-up hat on and scroungy clothes to match.
Smoking his cigarette, he rambled back to unhook the boat. A woman slowly emerged
from the passenger side. We watched intently, sensing some kind of entertainment
coming. We thought them to be about 50 years old. We couldn't decide if they were
married or not.

The woman began taking things out of the truck and putting them in the boat. This
“gentleman” immediately began loudly and verbally berating her in foul language. Every
other word began with (deleted). He abusively criticized every move she made. She didn't
look up. She said nothing.

After he'd removed the holding straps from the rear of the boat, he got into the boat,
seated himself at the wheel and ordered the (deleted) (deleted) into the truck and told her
to back down ramp. She got in reluctantly, saying nothing.

She was looking for the emergency brake to release it. He yelled, "What the (deleted) are
you doing you (deleted) (deleted) ?” She said nothing, but found the brake. Obviously the
woman had little or no experience backing a trailer. As she very slowly backed, the boat
went the wrong way.. "Back the (deleted) boat into the water, you (deleted) (deleted)“ He
screamed more insulting invective at her with no regard for the fact that a large number of
people were watching and could hear every "colorful" word. She was backing too slow---
another loud round of cursing polluted the air. He threatened to get out and beat the hell
out of her. "Why are you (deleted) so (deleted)  stupid?"
 
Then something truly remarkable happened. Apparently this woman had had enough. She
decided the truck could do better than she by driving itself. She quietly opened the driver
door, stepped out on the pavement leaving the door open and walked quietly up the ramp
and out of sight.

The four of us whooped, hollered and pumped our fists in the air. We yelled, "You show
him, girl. You show him!!" The many shocked spectators joined us with laughter and
shouting as we all watched the truck, trailer and boat roll slowly down the ramp and into
the water until only the top of the cab was visible. The boat was skillfully launched! It



floated with the gentle breeze while its lone passenger was still screaming words the
crowd would not want children to hear. Eventually, the jeering crowd and his own stupidity
dawned on him and he shut up. We couldn't stop laughing. 

(for the uncensored version, you’ll have to ask Dave Allred) 

“Man” Overboard!”

Another boat story is one that could be titled “Justice!”, or “Serves you right, you jerk!” I
didn’t know the guy, still don’t nor do I want to. I was guiding clients on a salmon trip below
Red Bluff, when a “tin” boat (what a small aluminum boat is sometimes called) motored
down river across from where we were back trolling plugs. It was powered by an outboard
that is started with a pull cord and steered with a tiller. 

The boat operator was middle-aged and in the bow was a young teenager, maybe 13 or
14, and likely his son.  A father taking his son fishin’ was a great sight, or so we thought.
Once they were within hearing distance  the serene picture went way south. The old guy
was constantly berating the youngster about who knows what.  He was obviously
intoxicated, and immediately we were very uncomfortable with the whole scene. 

Then things improved almost too suddenly.  After killing the motor and drifting for a bit, the
guy could not get his motor started. The harder he pulled, the madder he got, and the
worse the language - directed mostly at the youngster. To get better leverage for pulling
even harder on the cord, he stood up!

Facing the stern and with the MOTOR IN GEAR, one extra hard pull, and the motor
started. Accelerator open, motor in gear, the engine fired and the boat lurched
forward.  The drunk did a complete somersault over the motor and into the river. With the
youngster in a front seat, no one was steering the boat which was racing away from the
“man over board” floundering in the water- without a PFD. 

As we were quickly getting ready to go do a rescue, we kept an eye on the runaway
boat.  The youngster, acting as if things like this happen all the time, calmly crawled over
the seats to the stern.  He took the tiller, quickly controlled the boat, and motored back to
the “jerk” in the water.  Though soaked, he managed to crawl back on board, took over the
steering, and left for a very cold ride back up river. A noticeable change had occurred
however… now he was very quiet. 

Allan Craig

Quotes
"Creeps and idiots cannot conceal themselves for long on a fishing trip." 
-John Gierach

"You can observe a lot just by watching." 
-Yogi Berra

“You thought dogs were hard to train. Look at all the humans that can’t even sit and
stay”!   
-CalRTA re: Covid19

Big Fish Award
Kurt Mitchell is guaranteed a Big Fish Award for this
Corbina he caught in Southern CA. (Who else is going to
catch a Corbina?) It measured 26" and weighed at least 4
pounds. This was his first surf fishing experience. Kurt
caught this beauty on an 8wt rod with 6 lb tippet and a sink
tip line. Fly was a Surfin Merkin that he tied himself.



He was at Mandalay Beach near Oxnard.

The Big Fish Award will be on the new website. This is
under construction. Please don't ask about the website
and/or domain, you and I don't have enough time for the
saga. The new website is coming so stay tuned for the
launch date with Big Fish Award rules and entry forms.
Mary Nishioka

Club History: 2011 - 2014
Dick Recchia was club president and meetings were still being held in the Shasta County
Library. Dues were $30. and the 2013-2014 membership roster listed 232 members.
Banquets were held in February at Win River.  Fly tying jam sessions took place at Good
Times Pizza in Palo Cedro, and fly tying classes were offered at the Redding Library and
Anderson Grange Hall.  The Fly Fishing Fairs continued at Caldwell Park in October, and
Jay Rawitzer was the chef for the June BBQ swap and sell. Bill Lenheim continued spey
fests and monthly spey casting clinics.  A chapter of Project Healing Waters was started in
Redding during this period. 

A major project was the Fly Fishing exhibit at Turtle Bay museum. Dick and Sandy
Johnson with a lot of volunteer help set up and managed exhibits and activities for a 90
day event. 

Fishouts were planned by Jerry Marks, Earl Johnston, and Gerald Nelson, until Gerald’s
sudden passing a few years later. Earl’s lunches were a highlight!  Jerry Waybright led
groups to Clear Creek, John Gantner to Shasta Lake, Fred David to Klamath Lake (which
he still does), Earl set up groups for Donner Hat Creek, Gerald did the same at Steiner
Lake through the Fly Shop, also Fall River Spinner Fall Lodge, Guy Manning took more
groups to Baja, and in 2014 Allan Craig led a group of 10 anglers to Christmas Island. 

A popular spot was Rock Creek Lake near Manton, managed by the Fly Shop.  In 2012
Sue and Gary Young lost their home there in the Ponderosa Fire- Lake Christine Rock
Creek Lodge. 

Conservation: The club helped with steelhead habitat enhancement on the Trinity River -
planting natural vegetation on side channels. The club supported financially and with
volunteers the Western Shasta RCD in bio-assessment along local streams. Volunteers
helped with Hat Creek surveys. The club supported “Casting for Recovery” through a film
tour fund raiser, and assisted students from Pacheco School fly fishing at Steiner
Lake.  Earl Johnston’s Trout in the Classroom program now had 6 schools raising fish.
The July 2012 Kids Fishing Days still has the record for the most youth participants-
1,039. 

Jim Jensen was the editor of the newsletter, which was later published by Lynn and
Creighton Smith.  Paper copies were replaced with electronic emails, which saved the
club about $5000/year in printing and mailing costs.  Without paper copies however, the
records of club history are not as readily available.  After Lynn and Creighton ended their
publications, the club was without a newsletter and recorded history for several
years.  Bits and pieces will appear in future newsletters as interesting stuff turns up!
Allan Craig

More Book Reviews:



I'm rereading a great outdoor author - Patrick
McManus. He wrote for an outdoor magazine for many
years and is the author of such great books as 'Rubber
Legs and White Tail-Hairs", "They Shoot Canoes Don't
They", "I Fish, Therefore I Am".
Here's a couple of his short stories for your amusement
during the shut-down. I highly recommend reading his
books. 

How to Fish a Crick
http://www.finefishing.com/1flyfish/humor/howtofishcrick.htm

From "They Shoot Canoes Don't They." check out the first
story - All you ever wanted to know about live bait but were afraid to ask.  
https://books.google.com/books?
id=T4NgxJil0d0C&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=fal
se

And, if you enjoyed the stories above, here's one from 'Rubber Legs and White Tail-Hairs'
- Muldoon in love.
https://us.macmillan.com/excerpt?isbn=9780805009125

Enjoy. I recommend getting a copy of Rubber legs, etc. and read the Fisherman's
Dictionary.

Bob Shoberg, Flycasters San Jose
.......><)))o> .. ><)))o> 
...><)))o>...><)))o>

DFW News
(even though some dates have passed)

June 18 was “ National Go fishing Day” and fishing has
been an opportunity for veteran anglers and newcomers
alike to get outside, renew, recharge, and soak up the
California outdoors.  Resident sport fishing license sales
are up about 10 percent over last year.  

CDFW offers two Free Fishing Days each year – typically
around the Fourth of July and Labor Day weekends – when it’s legal to fish without any
license. The July 4 Free Fishing Day arrived as California’s fishing seasons are in full
swing statewide following some COVID-19 related delays to the start of ocean salmon
seasons and the general trout opener. The second Free Fishing Day will take place
Saturday, Sept. 5.

Other news from DFW: salmon harvest and economical value of the fishery:

“In 2019, an estimated 271,697 Chinook salmon were harvested off the California coast by
commercial fishermen, while approximately 88,464 were caught by recreational anglers
and inland river fishermen reeled in more than 28,000. The four Central Valley hatcheries
operated by CDFW, and Coleman National Fish Hatchery operated by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, produced the bulk of the 2019 harvest. California’s commercial and
recreational salmon fishery is estimated to generate more than $500 million in annual
income.
Feather River Hatchery produced 6.4 million fall-run Chinook salmon and 1.75 million
spring-run Chinook salmon. Nimbus Fish Hatchery produced 4.4 million fall-run Chinook
salmon and Merced River Hatchery produced 1.1 million fall-run Chinook salmon.
Mokelumne River Hatchery produced 4.3 million fall-run Chinook salmon for their
mitigation program, and an additional 3 million (also fall-run) for the Commercial Salmon
Trollers Enhancement and Restoration Program.”
Allan Craig

http://www.finefishing.com/1flyfish/humor/howtofishcrick.htm
https://books.google.com/books?id=T4NgxJil0d0C&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://us.macmillan.com/excerpt?isbn=9780805009125


Top 5 Fly Casting Mistakes
and How to Correct Them

Orvis had an informative website with tons
of relevant topics.
Check them out at news.orvis.com
Use the search for this article, it's worth it.
Then contact Jim Wigington, our Casting
Instructor. You won't be sorry.
pjwigington@gmail.com

Drift Boat Fishing - Tactics & Etiquette
Fishing from a drift boat is often the best way to cover the most water on bigger rivers. It
should be fun and give you the opportunity to catch a lot of fish.
It surprises me how often people make simple mistakes that end up in a frustrating day
and few fish. I blame the guides because, if you haven't been told, you don't know. You
think you are making all of the right moves but you are tangled and missing fish. In my
experience, most guides will tell you three times and then let you figure it out. They want
you to have a good time and they want you to come back. If you keep messing up, they
figure you aren't used to catching many fish anyway so won't know the difference. In my
experience, if the guide stops correcting me, I think I'm doing ok. I now tell my guides to
stay on my case, don't stop with the corrections until I am actually doing what I am
supposed to be doing. Yes, this can be tough, but, as Dr. Phil says, "You can't change
what you don't acknowledge." It's amazing how many more fish and bigger fish I am now
catching with just a few additional improvements.

One of the best books on drift boat fishing is Dennis Breer's,
"Utah's Green River: A Fly Fishers Guide to the Flaming Gorge
Tailwater". What I am going to list below are the more obvious
general principles. Denny's book gives expert and in-depth
information on fishing from a drift boat and I really recommend it.

Most of what I have learned about drift boat fishing is over many
years from my guides on the Green River, Doug Burton and
Darren Bowcutt. They know that I like to catch fish and that I
expect to be corrected. The Green River below Flaming Gorge
has been rated as one of the top 10 fly fishing rivers in the world
by Orvis. It holds a lot a fish and a large variety of fish and
people go there expecting to catch them. If the guide is spending

his day untangling your bird's nest or if you aren't fishing the sweet spots, you are not going
to be catching as many fish and will be disappointed.

The purpose of the following guidelines is so you spend more time fishing in good water.
These guidelines assume 3 people in the boat, one fisherman in front, the guide rowing in
the center, and a fisherman in the back. Most of the principles would also be applicable if
you fish from a side-by-side boat. And, of course, if the guide gives you different
instructions, do what the guide says. Once you have demonstrated that you can manage
your line and casting, you will have a lot more latitude. And, before I start; yes, I still tangle
and yes, I still miss spots. But I'm getting better.



Umbrella Principle:
When the other person has a fish on, get your line out of the way and reel in, fast.
Sometimes the guide will tell you to keep fishing, but don't wait, if he doesn't, reel.

Principle #1:
The Person In The Front Of The Boat Casts First
Sometimes the guide will tell you different because of the line of the drift, but unless you
are told otherwise, this is Principle One.
If you are in the front of the boat, your job is:

- Be ready to cast when the guide says to.
That means you are standing up with fly and line in control and ready to cast before the
sweet spot.
It does not mean that you stand up after getting to the spot and cast back up stream.
It does not mean that you stand and ask permission to cast or look at the person in the
back of the boat to see what they are doing.
Cast and get your fly out there.

- Get the fly where the guide tells you.
If you can't, let him or her know, but he will have figured it out and will have adjusted the
drift to accommodate your skills or lack thereof.

- General rule is to cast at a 45 degree angle in front of the boat.
This gets your fly up front where the fish haven't seen you yet, the guide can watch the fly,
and the person in the back of the boat has somewhere to cast.
If you are casting beside the boat or upstream, the fish has already seen the boat and the
person in the back has no where to cast.
This is one where you need to follow your guide's advice because there are lots of
variations depending on ability, current speed, boat drift, etc.
This one is a General Rule and not an Absolute.

- Limit your false casts and when the fly is in the water, let it fish.
The person in the back of the boat can't cast until your fly is in the water.
To re-cast, depending on your ability, wait for the person in the back to get their fly in the
water. Otherwise, wait until the person in the back is stripping their line back in.

-Re-cast when the person in the back is stripping in their line.
The fish isn't going to take the fly on the strip and you can cast over their line and get your
fly back in the water faster. (Yes, I know the fish take on the strip, but mostly not.)
 
Advantages to being in the front of the boat:
- You will get more attention from the guide.
Usually the less experienced person should be in the front so they can get more help.
This can mean that you are an expert fly fisher but have never fished from a drift boat
before so don't get your waders in a twist.

- Your drifts will be better as the guide will be maneuvering the boat for your ability.

- Fish see your fly first.
The only time I think this is an advantage is with experienced fishermen and with dry flies.
If the back person has a better presentation, they are going to catch more fish.
For nymphs and streamers, I have never noticed a difference front or back.
Sometimes, I think the front person is the attractor and the fish bites the next fly they see.



Principle #2:
The Person In The Back Of The Boat Casts Second

- You cannot cast until the front person's fly is on the water and drifting.
If you are both expert at drift boat fishing, you aren't reading this article anyway.
If you are reading this article, Principle 2 applies.

- You are in charge of the success of the trip.
You can see the person in the front of the boat, they can't see you without turning around.
Turning around is going to cause them to step on their line, hook their line on something or
tangle.
Remember, they are less experienced and have less line management skill.
By following these rules, you are going to be the one who eliminates the chance of
tangles.
You are the one who will dramatically improve the quality of the day.
You're better, that's why you are in the back of the boat.

- Cast parallel to the front fly but short distance apart and on a different drift.
You're better, you can do this.

Advantages to being in the back of the boat:
- You will develop enormous amounts of patience.
- You will really improve your line management skills.
- You will build huge amounts of positive Fish Karma points.

Good Manners = Good Fish Karma:
When the person in the front is skilled enough, you switch places at either lunch or each
day.
If you are fishing with a Front-Of-The-Boat Hog, they will have bad Fish Karma and don't
fish with them anymore.
But if you are fishing with children or beginners, let them have the front all day and your
day will also improve.
If you want more of these (see below); do more of the above.

Mary Nishioka


